[Telemedicine: interaction between clinic and general practice].
The rapid development of information and communication technologies has led to a change of many practical aspects of professional and private life. These technologies also influence interactions between hospitals and outpatient units. This paper provides an overview over current telemedical developments with effects on interactions between in- and outpatient units. Probably the most important application of telemedicine in Germany is not distant patient care but an improved communication structure between different health care providers. Candidates for first routine applications are electronic medical reports and teleconsultations. The widespread use of telemedicine will be accompanied by an increased standardisation in medicine.